
Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve

FACILITIES
The Nature Reserve is open to visitors at all times.
The Visitors’ Centre is open every weekend, and
most week days, staffed by the Voluntary Wardens
and Rangers.  The toilet facilities are open every
day and are suitable for people who are disabled.
In the Visitors’ Centre there are displays and
leaflets about the reserve and surrounding
countryside and light refreshments are available.

SAFETY
� The paths run very close to deep water in

places.  Please keep a close eye on children.  
No swimming or skating is allowed, there is a
danger of drowning.  

� In the event of an accident or emergency, first
aid facilities and a telephone are located in the
Visitors’ Centre.  If this is closed, the nearest
telephone is next to St James church on the
High Street, Little Paxton.  

� Dogs are welcome but please keep them under
close control.  Cows graze on the meadows.

EDUCATION
Organised group and school visits are very
welcome at Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
throughout the year.  Environmental activities
such as minibeast hunting, pond dipping and
biological identification can be planned to suit
all ages and abilities.  Guided walks and talks
can also be arranged at the Nature Reserve.
Please contact the Rangers for booking details
and further information.

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve can be found in the village of

Little Paxton which lies 3km north of St Neots. Follow

the signs through the village to reach the car park and

Visitors’ Centre. A bus service runs between Huntingdon

and St Neots, stopping at Little Paxton. The nearest

railway station is in St Neots, about 2 miles from the

Nature Reserve.

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
High Street, Little Paxton, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 6ET

Phone: 01480 406795
email: paxtonpits@btconnect.com

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is managed by:

Countryside Services, Huntingdonshire District Council, Pathfinder House,

St Mary’s Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3TN.

Designed by Coral Design Management, Peterborough.
Printed on environment friendly paper.
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At Paxton Pits Nature Reserve you can enjoy
gentle strolls as well as longer walks through 

77 hectares of lakes, meadow, grassland, 
scrub and woodland.

FOLLOW WELL MARKED TRAILS…
Two circular trails are described in this leaflet. To help
you follow the routes there are coloured waymarks and
numbered posts which start from the Nature Reserve
car park. Please respect the Nature Reserve by staying
on the paths and keeping your dog under control.

THE HERON TRAIL
3.2km (2 miles) - 11/2 hours 

The first mile is a hard surfaced track suitable for
wheelchairs, pushchairs and all season walking. Most
manual wheelchairs and pushchairs can use the kissing
gate, while larger wheelchairs can gain access using a
RADAR key.

THE MEADOW TRAIL
2.4km (11/2 miles) – 1 hour  

Some of the paths become quite muddy in winter and
during wet weather. The steps and squeeze gate at point
8 are due to be replaced in the future with a ramp
suitable for wheelchairs.

PLAN YOUR OWN ROUTE…
Using the map inside you can plan your own walk.
As well as the Heron and Meadow Trails, the River Trail,
and some of the permissive paths surrounding Paxton
Pits are also waymarked. The permissive  paths are not
part of the reserve but the landowners have given
permission for them to be used.

THE RIVER TRAIL
This trail follows the route of the Ouse Valley Way

PERMISSIVE PATHS

LOOK OUT FOR THE WILDLIFE…

You can find out more about the wildlife at
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve, forthcoming events

and lots more from the website at: 
www.paxton-pits.org.uk  

Sponsored by the
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
Following further gravel extraction over the next
decade, Paxton Pits Nature Reserve will expand from
77 hectares to more than 280 hectares, making the
Reserve more than 3 1/2 times the size.

There will be a new 24 hectare reedbed, extra lakes
and islands, wildflower rich grassland and rare wet
woodland habitat as well as new areas of managed
scrub for our breeding Nightingales. With 27km of
footpaths and, finally, a new circular cycleway, this
extension to Paxton Pits will provide space for people
and wildlife well into the future.

To find out more about these exciting plans, please ask
in the Visitors’ Centre or look on the website.

VOLUNTARY WARDENS REQUIRED
If you like meeting people and enjoy Paxton Pits why not
become a Voluntary Warden.

You can play a big part in making the Reserve more
enjoyable for other visitors by manning the Visitors’
Centre or helping the Rangers on the Reserve.

Interested?  Then contact the Rangers at the Visitors’ 
Centre on phone: 01480 406795.

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF
PAXTON PITS NATURE RESERVE

Enjoyed your visit? Then why not help
to make Paxton Pits a better place
for wildlife and people.

The Friends raise funds, promote
the reserve and help with valuable

conservation work.

Become a member of the Friends and support your Local
Nature Reserve. Ask in the Visitors’ Centre for more
information.
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