Paxton Pits Nature Reserve

welcomes

a visit by your Group
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The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve offers arrangements for Groups to make your visit as

enjoyable and memorable as possible.

Please support the Reserve and help us to use our volunteer resources to your best advantage, by booking your Group’s visit using this form.

The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve...

...working with Huntingdonshire District Council to make
Paxton Pits a better place for wildlife and people!

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve...

· A rich mosaic of wildlife habitats covering  78 hectares (193 acres) of lakes, riverside, meadow, reed bed, scrub and woodland in the picturesque Ouse Valley
· Up to 160 species of birds each year, with about 70 species breeding
· Top site in Cambridgeshire for breeding nightingale (30 singing males in 2009)
· Traditionally managed flower-rich meadows with Yellow Rattle, Common Spotted Orchid and swathes of Meadow Buttercup
· 176 species of fungi, 540 species of moths
· 10 km of nature trails, integrated into a much larger network of footpaths and the Ouse Valley Way
· Two hides and many viewpoints
· Easy access to the most popular areas for those with disabilities
· Visitors’ Centre for information, events, refreshments, sales, toilets, and a friendly welcome!
· Managed by Huntingdonshire District Council Countryside Services, supported by The Friends and the local community
Arrangements for visiting groups

· A guided walk of approximately 2 hours with local experts*   (*Optional, but a great way of getting the background story!  One or more guides, depending on the size of group.  Special interests can often be matched with guides)
· Guaranteed availability of all Visitors’ Centre facilities for the duration of your visit  (Since it is staffed by volunteers, the Visitors’ Centre is not otherwise guaranteed to be open)
· Free cup of tea, or coffee, and a biscuit, or hot chocolate or hot soup
· Parking arrangements guaranteed (Minibuses and coaches cannot be accommodated unless your group has booked in advance)
· Nature Trail leaflet
· Special arrangements for members of your Group with limited mobility (e.g. tailored route, RADAR gates)
· Self-guiding nature trail quizzes for children in your Group
· Spend the rest of your visit exploring the Reserve and, via Public Footpaths, the wider Paxton Pits complex of gravel workings
· ..... and the cost?  …only £2.50 per person.
Group visit booking form

Proposed visit:  

Day (Mon, Tues, etc).........………….   Date: (day)....….. (month)....…….. (year)....…………

(We try to accommodate visits at any time on any day of the week or weekend)

Name of Group/organisation:  ...............................................................................

Contact person for Group:  .................................................................………………….

      Address:..................................................................................................................

                   ...............................................................................................................…..

       Postcode:  ...............................
Tel:  ...........................................

       email:  ............................................………….

Arrival time*:  ......................
Approx. departure time*:  ..........................

(* 24 hour clock)

Estimated number in Group:  ...................

Arriving by :  car / coach / other - please specify:  .......................................

Do you want a guided walk by local experts?:  Yes / No 

Group’s special interests :
general wildlife and countryside / 





birds / flowers / history /





other - please specify:  ....................................

Group members’ special requirements (please give, for example, the number and ages of children; the number of members with limitations on mobility, including suggested special provisions; etc.):  ...................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................………

Please note that The Friends is only able to accommodate visiting groups that book in advance and agree to the charge of £2.50 per person.

( Delete options not applicable)



To book your visit, please complete and send this form to:

Linda Smith,

Group Visits Coordinator,

21 Hayling Avenue, Little Paxton, St Neots, PE19 6HG.

Please send your completed form as soon as possible, but in any case not less than four weeks before your proposed visit.
Please keep a copy of this form for your records.
If you need further information either before you book, or concerning a previously booked visit, Linda can also be contacted: tel. 07904 488663 or email: linda.smith753@ntlworld.com
If problems arise at short notice and Linda is unavailable, please contact:

    Trevor Gunton (01480 473562) 

or Ray Matthews (01480 215277) 

or the Visitors’ Centre (01480 406795).

On receipt of your booking form, we will confirm the booking and arrangements, in writing, within 21 days.
If we need any further information, or if there is a difficulty with the date, we will try to contact you by telephone within 14 days of receipt of your booking form.

How to pay?

· Please pay at the time of your visit
· Cheque made payable to “The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve”, or cash (We regret that we are unable to accept credit/debit cards)
· Please make payment to your guide or to the volunteers staffing the Visitors’ Centre
We look forward to your visit!
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